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The following symbolic images used in 
the book mean: 




May peace be upon him! 

May the peace and blessings 
of God be upon him! 


2 

Personal Instructions 
to the Prophet ^ 


oj % 42, 4 & 4) 
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If you are in doubt as to what We 111 have revealed to 
you, then ask those who have been reading the 
Scriptures before you. [2 ' The truth has indeed come 
to you from your Lord; so be not of the doubters. Nor 
be of those who reject God's signs, for then you would 
be among the losers. (10:94-5) 

-r >>•' Vft/ 
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y J.- -vr ^ V- 
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Be not in doubt then as to what these men worship; 

m No concept like the Trinity is implied here; it is customary in 
the Arabic language for the first person singular holding a 
position of a unique nature to use the plural pronoun 'We' for 
himself. 

121 This was in the early days, when for instance the Prophet ag 
found his first encounter with the angel Gabriel most 
frightening. On returning home, he lay down and asked his 
wife Khadijah to cover him up with a blanket. Later on he told 
her that his life was in danger and described his experience. 
She then took him to her Christian cousin Waraqa, who said 
that what Muhammad ag had seen and been told, indicated 
that he had been chosen as a Prophet to guide the people. One 
is inclined to reflect: Could such be the beginning of a 
pretense to prophethood as some people tend to insinuate? 
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The Qur' an Itself Carries Clear Evidence 




they worship nothing but what their fathers wor- 
shipped before; We shall surely pay them their share 
undiminished. (11:109) 

O 

•>< ' . 1 

(V4 3 j**JW** Li Ly» jOO 

By the Qur'an full of wisdom, you are indeed one of 
the Messengers, on a straight path. Revelation is sent 
down by the Almighty, the All-Wise, the Most 
Merciful, in order that you may admonish a people 
whose fathers received no admonition, and who 
remained heedless. (36:2-6) 



>43 -k 
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That which We have revealed to you of the Book is the 
truth confirming what was (revealed) before it. God is 
assuredly with respect to His servants well acquainted 
and fully observant. 111 (35:31) 


j\ jjiij jvflj ot 
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Thus have We sent this down, an Arabic Qur'an, and 

111 Notice the change in flow of the language. Does it signal a 
change of the speaker? On the contrary such patterns are a 
common feature of the Qur'an. It is not a book in the usual 
sense: it is really a collection of revelations received over a 
period of twenty-three years. Verses were on receipt placed in 
their specific positions, through instructions of the angel 
Gabriel to the Prophet 


Personal Instructions to the Prophet 
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interspersed it with warnings so that they may turn 
God-fearing, or it causes them to take heed. Most 
Exalted indeed is God, the True King! And do not 
hasten with recitation of the Qur'an before its 
revelation to you is completed, 111 but say, 'O my 
Lord, advance me in knowledge.' (20:113-4) 



0^0 •dA-J 4k 
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Do not move your tongue with it to hasten it. Its 
collection and recitation (by you) is our responsibility. 
When We recite it, follow the reading; then it is for Us 
to enable you to deliver it. (75:16-9) 


434 ot 
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Call not on any other god with God lest you should 
become one of the doomed ones. And warn your 
nearest kinsmen; lower your wing to those who follow 
you; then if the people disobey you, say, T am free of 
responsibility for what you do.' 121 


111 That hardly leaves much room for the picture some people 
visualise of Muhammad ^ dictating the Qur'an or 
memorising the Verses at the instance of a human mentor. 
Many long revelations (e.g., the chapter headed Joseph) were 
received on the spur of the moment in answer to new 
questions posed at the time. (Shafi', Mufti Muhammad, 
Ma’ariful-Quran, vol.5) 

This too is one of the earliest Verses. 
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is enough for me. There is no God but He. In Him have 
I put my trust. He is the Lord of the Mighty Throne.' 
(9:128-9) 


The Prophet was consoled 

d y Lj illo y ^ — i_ ii' o) V, ( Sj~i ly^ 
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Not alike are the living and the dead. God can cause 
whomsoever He wills to hear; you cannot make 
yourself heard by those in graves (dead spiritually). 
You are but a wamer. 


Surely, We have sent you with truth as a bearer of glad 
tidings, and as a wamer; there never was a people 
without a wamer having lived among them. 

And if they deny you, those before them also denied. 
Their Messengers came to them with clear signs, and 
with Scriptures, and the illuminating Book. 11 * Then I 
took hold of those who disbelieved, and how (terrible) 
was My punishment. (35:22-6) 


O Jyi> Jcj qy (U* ,-r+G -u* Opf 

yy O j>y fyj 

111 Acceptance of the Prophets as they came and adherence to 
their simple and straightforward message of basic guidance 
and directions for mankind would have ensured the solidarity 
of all believers and obviated the tendency to set up opposing 


factions. The Qur'an says: 'Surely this community of yours is 
one community, and I am your Lord; so worship Me. But 
people split up their affair between them. All shall return to 
Us (to account for their actions).' (21:92-3) 
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If they deny you, so did deny the people before 
them — the people of Noah, the 'Ad and Thamud, the 
people of Abraham and Lot, and the inhabitants of 
Madyan, 1 ' 1 and Moses was denied too. 121 I granted 
respite to the disbelievers, but then I seized them and 
how (terrible) was the punishment! How many 
habitations engaged in wrongdoing have We de- 
stroyed? They are fallen down on their roofs. Wells 
are lying deserted, and imposing mansions. 131 

111 Let us recall some more Verses of the Qur'an: 'And surely this 
community of yours is one community, and I am your Lord; 
so fear Me. But people split up their affair between them into 
factions, each group rejoicing with what is with them. Leave 
them in their sad situation for a while.' (23:52-4) 

|2) As regards Jesus, just imagine how different things could 
have been if his people had listened to him. He was forced to 
call them a 'wicked generation' (Mat 12:45); 'evil and 
adulterous generation' (Mat 12:39); 'generation of vipers' 
(Mat 3:7, 12:34 and 23:33, and Luke 3:7); 'perverse generation' 
(Mat 17:17, Mark 9:19 and Luke 9:41); and 'sinful generation' 
(Mark 8:38). 

131 After Jesus having been rejected, Jerusalem got destroyed as 
predicted by him; even the magnificent temple got raised to 
the ground. 


The Prophet was consoled 
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Do they not travel through the land so that their hearts 
understand thereby or their ears learn therewith to 
listen? Truly, it is not the eyes that go blind; it is the 
hearts in the breasts that go blind. 

They ask you to hasten the punishment! 1 ' 1 God will 
not fail in His promise. Surely a day with your Lord is 
like a thousand years of your reckoning. 121 And to 
how many habitations engaged in wrongdoing did I 
give respite? Then I seized them and to Me is the 
return. 

Say: 'O mankind! 131 I am only a plain warner to you.' 
Those who believe and work righteously, for them is 
forgiveness and gracious provision. Those who strive 
against Our signs to frustrate them, they will be 
companions of the Fire. (22:42-51) 


$ 42 \ <4 £ i o 5j&5 Jq 0i 
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111 They would say, 'We are rejecting you, so bring along the 
punishment that you keep threatening us with.' In response, 
this Verse reminded them of the Day of Judgment. The 
succeeding Verse talks of punishment both in this world and 
the next. 

121 The reference is obviously to the Day of Judgment. 

|!| It behoves the righteous throughout mankind to at least 
ponder over whether or not the Qur'an could indeed be the 
latest directive from the Lord of the universe. 
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nothing but what is revealed to me. If I were to 
disobey my Lord, I should fear the retribution of an 
awful day/ 

Say: 'If God had so willed, I would not have recited it 
to you, nor would He have made it known to you. A 
whole lifetime before this have I lived amongst 
you — will you not understand?' 

Who does more wrong than one who fabricates a lie 
against God, or denies His signs? Never will sinners 
prosper. (10:15-7) 



And when We substitute a Verse in place of 
another 1 ' 1 —and God knows best what He sends 
down — they say: 'You are surely a forger.' In fact 
most of them have no knowledge. 

Say: 'The Holy Spirit (Gabriel) brought it down from 
your Lord with truth, so that it may strengthen those 
who believe, and be a guidance and glad tidings to 
those who submit (to the Lord).' (16:101-2) 


111 For one example, the laws (concerning Fasting, Inheritance, 
and Prohibition, for instance) were introduced stage by stage. 


A Challenge 

& v u£ ji* $ ul & J j*> 

4^ -z & jSj ^ 

Say: 'If mankind and the jinns 1 * 1 were to gather 
together to produce the like of this Qur'an, they would 
not be able to produce the like of it, despite assisting 
one another.' (17:88) 

0 ) Ijit o jy * f Yj Oil 

f"' o JyaAyS'' ^jA j* O Oyf\ CZj ^ 

o Y s oJy> fl O ’fj ^ ft 
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Therefore remind! By the grace of your Lord, you are 
not a soothsayer, nor one who is possessed. Or do they 
say: 'A poet! We await for him a mishap brought 
about by time!' Say: 'Await! I shall await along with 
you!' 

Does their intellect tell them to do this, or are they a 
transgressing lot? 

Or do they say, 'He fabricated it?' No, but they do not 
believe. Let them bring a recitation like it, if they are 
truthful. (52:29-34) 


_ A* 

QA Jy ji 


A species created from fire, Satan being one of them; some are 
believers. 


